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THE WONDERFUL WIZARD OF OZ
Henry Littlefield wrote a breakthrough article about ‘the wizard of oz; the parable of populism in 1964. In his article which was based on Frank Baums 1900 book, he claimed that the book concealed unsuspected depth and despite overly based on entertaining the young generation of that time, the adult readers also had a lot to uncover from the book. This short essay will cover some of Littlefield’s arguments about the book.
One of Henry’s arguments is that the book is based on political leadership at the beginning of the 20th century. Despite the difference in time, many would agree with henry in his argument by comparing the 18th-century political structure to that of the 20th century. (Littlefield). The main argument here stems from the fact that there is a similarity in the political landscape today and those of the 18th century where power is centrally placed while some political leaders are seeking a political shift from the capitalists.
Notably, Littlefield’s arguments are not only based on the book but also on the film as well. Even though the book was written and first published in 1900, the film version of the book produced in the 20th century became more popular than even the book itself. Littlefield’s argument is also based on the film where he tells us the symbolic meaning of Dorothy’s house. The house had landed on a witch which symbolizes freedom of the plain people such as farmers who were overly ruled by the capitalist system. Therefore, Littlefield based his analysis of the fairy tale both from the book and the fiction film version of it.
Lastly, the populist rationale from Littlefield’s point of view is derived from the political landscape of the 1800s and that of the 20th century. The rise of the populist movement was regarded as a rising third party that consisted of the plain people seeking to rest power from the business leaders and bankers. These people were seeking economical change aiming to break the power of concentrated capital.
To sum up, Littlefield’s arguments were based on both the film and the book ‘the wonderful wizard of the oz’. in his argument, he notices the similarity in the political arrangement in the 18th century as narrated by Baum to the current political setting. One of the main points from this analysis is the concentration of power. 
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